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 Welcome to Honors 11 English. During this course we will be completing a 

chronological study of American literature. We will examine the connection between literature 

and society, as well as the influence writers have on each other. As this class progresses, you will 

notice that certain themes will reoccur. The novels that I want you to read this summer illustrate 

in some way these themes. Some of these texts deal with adult issues in a forthright way; please 

realize that the nature of an Honors American Literature Course makes this virtually inevitable. 

Colleges will have certain expectations of your reading experiences from the canon of American 

literature. I am trying to provide you with a broad and representative overview. Remember that 

this class is aimed at gifted and mature scholars who excel in English! 

 Since we will be doing a chronological study, these readings will NOT be dealt with 

immediately and therefore it is imperative to keep notes that will help refresh your memory when 

the time does come to study them. I cannot stress the importance of this enough! Some of these 

texts will not be studied until late in the school year. All summer reading work is due on the first 

day of class. Failure to complete the summer reading program will disqualify you from the class. 

Likewise, if your work is incomplete or obviously inadequate, I will recommend you move to a 

CP 11 class. All of these books will be easily obtainable from any of the various Barnes & Noble 

locations or other book sellers. 

 All work is expected to be original, your own. Please do not attempt to copy word for 

word or paraphrase from any texts (dictionaries, encyclopedias, Internet sites and Spark Notes 

included!) as this is plagiarism and proves nothing except that you can copy. You will be 

submitting your work on a site called turnitin.com in the first week of school. This site will 

check your paper for plagiarism. Plagiarism of your summer essay will result in a 0. The object 

is for you to think for yourselves! You will also be expected to bring a hard copy of your essay 

on the first day of school. There will be a test over the summer reading within the first week of 

school. This test will be worth 50 points. The summer work should be typed and double-spaced 

using MLA standards for format and text citation. Suggestions as to length are maximums rather 

than minimums. Do not overwrite! The essay will be worth 25 points. 

 

Looking forward to meeting you in August. 

 

 

Mrs. Zugelter 

lori.zugelter@lakotaonline.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Honors English 11   Summer Homework 2018  Mrs. Zugelter 

Readings: 

A. Mark Twain: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

B. Kate Chopin: The Awakening 

*You may use any version of the text you wish as long as it is original and unabridged.* 

 

 

Read both of the texts listed above and study both for the summer homework 

test that will be given during the first week of the school year. Select one of the 

texts listed above to use for your summer homework essay. The essay is to be 

typed using proper MLA format. 

 

 

Essay Prompt  

 

Some novels seem to advocate changes in social or political attitudes or traditions. Choose either 

Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn OR Chopin’s The Awakening and briefly discuss 

the particular attitudes or traditions that the author apparently wishes to modify. Then analyze 2 

techniques the author uses to influence the reader’s views. This essay must be 2-3 pages in 

length using proper MLA format. 

 


